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On Liberty and Libraries
EDITORIAL BY ROBERT

L.

SMITH

colossal effort.
Learning does not stop upon graduation. While teachers provide students
with the ability to read and write and
think, librarians help ensure that citizens
of all ages can exercise their freedom to
construct meanings with others throughout their lifetimes. When workers find
themselves temporarily unemployed, for
instance, libraries represent affordable
sources of irLformation and solace. When
public issues surface and gradually
come to a head, libraries are ever-ready
community assets which prepare individuals for the collective confrontation
of problems and the sorting through of
conflicting interests.
This year the Michigan Reading
Journal honors American libraries and
those who keep them healthy. We are

Americans continue to increase their
spendings on books. In 1994 we spent
over 24 billion dollars on new books three billion more than we spent just
two years earlier. This sales trend is
expected to grow by a billion dollars
again this year and by another billion in
1996! Clearly, Americans love books.
Teachers can claim a lot of credit for
that.
However, books and other media
must be made available to all - not just
to those who can afford today's prices.
In a democracy, freedom of the press
exists to profit all rather than the
wealthy alone. That is why our public
libraries are important conduits of liberty. All types of media must be thoughtfully selected and maintained in every
county of our country. That requires a
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pleased that book sales are booming, but
we are much gladder still when school
and public libraries are the recipients of
plenty of new books. Democracy
depends upon healthy schools and
libraries.

Reading Journal since 1992. In 1990 he

was MRA's choice for Researcher of the
Year, and in 1991 he was honored with
IRA's Elva-Knight Research Award.
Mark recently co-authored his first
young-adult novel.
Carmen currently teaches English at
Holt Junior High near Lansing. She is
chair of her department and a team
teacher. In previous years, Carmen has
taught special education and Chapter
One, serving students in distress in many
contexts. For nearly a decade, Carmen
also contributed to the education of
teachers at both graduate and undergraduate levels through Michigan State
University. Her love of writing is seen in
her participation in Traverse Bay
Writer's Workshops.
MRA appreciates these volunteers'
willingness to work for the next three
years at fostering teachers' communication about literacy. Members are asked
to support the new editors by submitting
articles. The inside back cover tells how
to play your part.

MRA is pleased to announced that
beginning with the winter issue, the
Michigan Reading Journal will be edited by a team from the middle of the
state. The new co-editors are Mark W.
Conley and Carmen J. Dykema. The
team submitted a proposal and were
selected through MR.J's new application
process.
Mark is an associate professor in
teacher education at Michigan State
University and specializes in literacy
issues. Mark taught English at the high
school level in New York and reading at
the University of Alaska before coming
to this state in 1985. He has served as a
columnist and advisor for the Michigan
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